
 
St. Joseph the Worker 
Summer Reading List 

Grades TK - 8 
 
 
 
Dear SJW Families, 

Summer reading is essential for students because it helps prevent learning loss, keeps their minds 

active, and builds a lifelong love of reading. When students continue to read over the summer, they maintain 

and even strengthen the skills they developed during the school year. Reading regularly also boosts 

vocabulary, comprehension, and critical thinking. Even more, it gives students the chance to explore new 

topics and discover the joy of reading just for fun.  

While students are required to read two books chosen from their grade-level list, it is our hope that 

they will read more. The books below represent a variety of genres and authors to interest our students and 

help create a love of reading. Please set aside time daily for your child to read. You can have them read aloud 

to you; you can take turns reading a page at a time; you can read silently together; you can even listen to the 

audiobook version together. All of these count as reading!  Most importantly, I am asking that you engage your 

child in conversation about the books they have chosen to read. You do not have to ask questions like, “What 

happened in that chapter” (which can be important for remembering), but instead ask questions like, “What is 

your favorite part of the story so far? How come?” or “Who is your favorite character? What makes you like 

them so much?” These types of questions require more critical thinking, which is what we want for our 

students. Students have also received a Summer Reading Challenge sheet from their homeroom teachers. 

This challenge is optional, but it is a fun way to read a diverse selection of books over the summer to keep their 

minds engaged! 

For each of the two required books they read, students in grades 2-8 need to complete the Book Quilt 

Info Page along with one of the Book Quilt activities to complete (see link on last page). This means students 

will have read two books and completed two Book Quilt activities and two Book Quilt Info Pages over the 

summer. Students in grades TK, Kinder, or 1st will complete a grade level Book Quilt activity for each of their 

two books. These activities are meant to encourage creativity and critical thinking, while also keeping students 

accountable for their reading. Please have these two activities completed before the first day of school. We will 
be creating a school-wide Book Quilt display for our hallway that will remain up all year! 
 
Thank you for your support this summer, and happy reading! 
 
Blessings, 
Ms. Stephanie Guilbault, Principal  
 
 



Students entering TK or Kindergarten 
 
Parents - please choose fun and engaging picture books to read aloud with your child. Some possible choices 
include 

●​ Any book from the Don’t Let the Pigeon series by Mo Willems 
●​ Stellaluna by Janell Cannon 
●​ If You Give a Mouse a Cookie (or other If You Give… books) by Laura Numeroff 
●​ Dragons Love Tacos by Adam Rubin 
●​ Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae 

 
Students entering grade 1 may choose books from the following list: 
 
Parents - please choose from this list books that you can read with your child, as well as books that your child 
can read on their own.  

●​ Perfect by Max Amato 
●​ A Bad Case of Stripes by David Shannon 
●​ The Day I Forgot to Wash My Hands by Anna Bardaus 
●​ The Very Impatient Caterpillar or Make Way for Butterfly  by Ross Burach 
●​ Brave Dave by Giles Adreae 
●​ What Does It Mean to Be Kind? by Rana DiOrio 
●​ When Things Aren’t Going Right, Go Left by Marc Colagiovanni 
●​ Jabari Tries and/or Jabari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall 
●​ Dragons Love Tacos by Adam Rubin 
●​ Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae 
●​ How Do Dinosaurs Learn to Be Kind? or How Do Dinosaurs Go to School?  by Jane Yolen 
●​ Miguel’s Community Garden by Ja-Nay Brown Wood 
●​ She’s Got This by Laurie Hernandez 

 
Students entering TK, Kindergarten, or grade 1 should choose their favorite book from the summer and 
draw a picture about what happened in the story.  
 
Students entering grade 2 may choose books from the following list:  

●​ Any Frog and Toad book by Arnold Lobel 
●​ Any Owl Diaries book by Rebecca Elliott 
●​ Any book from The Questioneers series by Andrea Beaty 
●​ Any book from the Monster and Boy series by Hannah Barnaby 
●​ Any book from the J.D. the Kid Barber series by J. Dillard 
●​ Any Magic Tree House book by Mary Pope Osborne 
●​ Any Cam Jansen book by David A. Adler 
●​ The School is Alive! by Jack Chabert 

 
Students entering grade 3 may choose books from the following list:  

●​ Any book from the A-Z Mysteries series by Ron Roy  
●​ Any book from the Ivy & Bean series by Annie Barrows 
●​ Any book from the Bad Guys series by Aaron Blabey 
●​ The World According to Humphrey by Betty Birney 
●​ Any Rainbow Magic book by Daisy Meadows 
●​ The Chicken Squad by Doreen Cronin 
 
 



Students entering grade 4 may choose books from the following list:  
●​ The Wild Robot by Peter Brown  
●​ Any book from The Sisters Eight series by Lauren Baratz-Logstead  
●​ Any book from The 39 Clues series, by various authors 
●​ Matilda by Roal Dahl 
●​ Real Friends by Shannon Hale 
●​ Nic Blake and the Remarkables by Angie Thomas 
●​ Any book from The Unicorn Rescue Society series by Adam Gidwitz 

 
Students entering grade 5 may choose books from the following list:  
●​ The Only Girl in School by Natalie Standiford 
●​ Wonder by R.J. Palacio 
●​ The Million Dollar Shot by Dan Gutman 
●​ The Penderwicks by Jeanne Birdsall 
●​ A Royal Guide to Monster Slaying by Kelley Armstrong 
●​ Trapped in a Video Game by Dustin Brady 
●​ It’s the End of the World and I’m in My Bathing Suit by Justin Reynolds 

 
Students entering grade 6 may choose books from the following list:  
●​ One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia 
●​ Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
●​ Fish in a Tree by Linda Mullaley Hunt 
●​ Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein 
●​ Awkward by Svetlana Chmakova 
●​ To Catch a Cheat by Varian Johnson 
●​ Kingdom Keepers: Disney After Dark by Ridley Pearson 

 
Students entering grade 7 may choose books from the following list:  
●​ With the Might of Angels by Andrea Davis Pinkrey 
●​ New Kid  by Jerry Craft 
●​ Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins 
●​ Save Me a Seat by Sarah Weeks 
●​ Starfish by Lisa Fipps 
●​ Treasure Hunters by James Patterson 
●​ When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead 

 
Students entering grade 8 may choose books from the following list:  
●​ Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom: My Story of the 1965 Selma Voting Rights March by Lynda 

Blackmon Lowery 
●​ Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen 
●​ Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer 
●​ Fablehaven by Brandon Mull 
●​ All Summer Long by Hope Larson 
●​ Hope Was Here by Joan Bauer 
●​ Space Case by Stuard Gibbs 
●​ The School for Good and Evil by Soman Chainani 

 
 
 



Live links to Book Quilt activities: 
TK, Kindergarten, and 1st grade only:  Book Quilt - TK:Kinder:1st Grade.pdf

All students in grades 2-8 complete one of these for each book:  Book Quilt Info Page (2 per student).pdf
All students in grades 2-8 choose one of the following to complete for each book: 

 Book Quilt - Book Review.pdf

 Book Quilt - Recommendation.pdf

 Book Quilt - Reactions.pdf

 Book Quilt - Response.pdf

 Book Quilt - Plot.pdf

 Book Quilt - Favorite Part.pdf

 Book Quilt - Favorite Part 2.pdf

 Book Quilt Characters.pdf

 Book Quilt - Problem:Solution.pdf

 Book Quilt - Setting.pdf

 Book Quilt - Beginning:Middle:End.pdf

 Book Quilt - Beginning:Middle:End 2.pdf

 Book Quilt - Characters.pdf

 Book Quilt - Summary.pdf
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16ZHcaIZNSoUI9tZ6ESm_WumZTLpoZLbr/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1snd6yztK9hD91upjXRPR8e0rcjIBLpcb/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K3_o7OgMEWNxlYb3xyGUJefVs1hi0VNU/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/156cJEEVtumEryfL_fLcebInFncpxCtN9/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16RKjl0ZMkA6zv70UdawOoJcn2Fnj_Uk1/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WTman-dzevxwPYklU6MQYN-Z5c8oQzj5/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ilSk31-P2yMndJRn4KEYY5uRSKzLe9fA/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bZkDHYrwBvqPt0r3IVH5gLggeCPaQoOG/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/119Gcq6r13AjaafJ3nRncRHQJ2tbWTMQ1/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jMQukVuEkY1L2jS9XniAArPUtuUoWnUP/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GrdlvC5Z-mCF_NIA_IT6qgrf3QF-2t19/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SYInfZWsvhZC7o5_54Hbzd73EqZBxfAe/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IjjtAltWxVhkNhmjXEH5nACl-qwDg0I7/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e7opWaXVl8NqXoRlrisxyLKbw6qa7gPp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XIxPnSrMJh8g0GoeuKADzdV-UJVrTMrZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wLi8XQvmUytuA3sBcPe8eOCo4Zz5zy1a/view?usp=drive_link

	●​Any book from The Unicorn Rescue Society series by Adam Gidwitz 

